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DEPARTMENT 409  
Rabbit show

steve PatteRson
Brownsburg, IN
Department Director

Jane De CamP, Monticello, IN –– First Assistant

Colleen bRaDy, Purdue University –– Extension Specialist, 4-H 

mike hoRnbaCh, Aurora, IN –– 4-H Show Manager

mike koPP, D.v.m., Indianapolis, IN –– Board of Animal Health

ChRis hayhow, Desota, KS –– Judge

Phil woollet, Niles, MI –– Judge

RogeR hassenPflug, Medford, OR –– Judge

teRRy fenDeR, Lynchburg, OH –– Judge

sCheDule of Rabbit events
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1 - 4-H Exhibit Hall
8 am - 9 pm 4-H rabbit poster check-in

ATTENTION: The Road between Expo Hall and the Rabbit/Poultry 
Building will be closed every day from 7-7:30 pm for cattle to go 

to tie outs from Sunday, August 5 - Sunday, August 12. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 6 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
5 - 8 pm 4-H rabbits admitted and penned; use west entrance
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
9 am - 5 pm 4-H rabbits must be admitted and penned; use west entrance
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8 - Poultry/Rabbit Building

All exhibitors entering the Fairgrounds on or after Wednesday, August 8, 
must pay admission or an exhibitor ticket is required.  Any exhibitor 
leaving the Fairgrounds, wishing to return the same day must obtain a    

hand stamp from the gate attendant or pay admission to re-enter.             
This policy will be strictly enforced.

9 am 4-H Rabbit Exhibitors meeting in the show arena followed 
by the judging of 4-H meat pens, stewers, roasters and 
single fryers

10 am 4-H Action Demos - North Entrance
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09 Noon Deadline for registering for 4-H Rabbit Illustrated Talk - 
North Entrance

2:30 pm Begin 4-H Rabbit Illustrated Talk Contest - Ag/Hort Building 
Stage

9 pm Building closes and doors secured
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
9 am 4-H Rabbit Exhibitors meeting in the show arena followed 

by judging of 4-H fancy breeds (4 classes). Rosettes will 
be given at the end of the breed show

2 pm 4-H Action Demos - Front Entrance
9 pm Building closes and doors secured
FRIDAY, AUGUST 10 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
9 am 4-H Rabbit Exhibitors meeting in the show arena followed 

by the judging of 4-H commercial breeds. Rosettes will be 
given at the end of the breed show.

2 pm 4-H Action Demos - Front Entrance
7 pm Rabbit Ambassador Workshop (Voluntary)
9 pm Building closes and doors secured
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
8 am 4-H rabbit ambassador contest registration
8:30 am Begin 4-H rabbit ambassador contest
2 pm 4-H Action Demos - Front Entrance
3:30 pm 4-H rabbit awards program in auditorium of Farm Bureau 

Building.
5 - 9 pm 4-H rabbits including those in Rabbit Ambassador released 

(use west exit of poultry/rabbit building).
Rabbits not picked up become the property of the

 Indiana State Fair and may be sold.
Throughout the 4-H week, a 4-H rabbit photo area will be made available in
the poultry/rabbit building to help those persons who wish to take pictures of
their 4-H exhibits and/or children.  
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 - Pepsi Coliseum
6:30 pm 4-H Sale of Champions - Information concerning the 

4-H Sale of Champions may be found in the introduction     
section of this 4-H/FFA Handbook/Premium List.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
4 - 8 pm Open class rabbit check-in
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 - Poultry/Rabbit Building
6 - 8 am Open class rabbit check-in
11 am Open class rabbit judging begins
 Open class rabbits released after judging
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MONDAY, AUGUST 20 - 4-H Exhibit Hall
8 am - 9 pm 4-H rabbit posters released - 4-H Exhibit Hall
TUESDAY, AUGUST 21 - 4-H Exhibit Hall
8 am - Noon 4-H rabbit posters released - 4-H Exhibit Hall

PARKING FOR LOADING AND UNLOADING
Enter Gate 1A off 38th Street or Gate 16 off 42nd Street. Proceed to 
the lot located on the west side of the poultry building. To load and 
unload rabbits, enter and exit the poultry/rabbit building via the west 
door. Parking will be on a space available basis. Assistance in loading/ 
unloading will be available.  Make needs known at registration table.

CARE AND MANAGEMENT
1. The Indiana State Fair will furnish coops, bedding, water and feed.  

4-H exhibitors must bring and use their own feeders and waterers.
2. The barn crew will feed each day on a regular basis. They will routine-

ly water all rabbits on exhibit unless exhibitor notifies the barn crew 
manager in writing that he/she desires to feed and water his/her own 
rabbits. Printed “exhibitor will feed and water” signs will be provided at 
entry table.

3. Exhibitors will be personally responsible to maintain clean pens and 
keep an attractive exhibit throughout the Fair. Waste bedding should 
be dumped into a plastic lined trash container. Clean bedding will be 
available from the barn crew.

4. PRIVATE SALE OF RABBITS - an exhibitor may sell 4-H rabbits 
privately. (There will be no public sale.)  Rabbits sold must be picked 
up by the exhibitor and carried out via the west entrance/exit and 
presented to the new owners at the time of release. All rabbits sold 
must have been entered and shown in the rabbit show by the 4-H 
exhibitor. Printed  “for sale” signs will be available at the registration 
table.

5. Rabbits will be penned by 4-H exhibitor.  Exhibitors wishing to cage 
their animals prior to the published check-in time must check with the 
Show Manager and receive a cage assignment.

6. A grooming area will be provided for 4-H rabbit exhibitors.  No 
personal grooming tables will be allowed.

7. Advertising will not be permitted on 4-H rabbit exhibits.  4-H Rabbit 
exhibitors may wear their show coats as a safety matter even though 
the coat may or may not bear their name and/or the rabbitry name.

8. 4-H rabbit exhibitors who desire wire bottom cages should construct 
their own false bottoms 20" x 20" and raise them 2-3" off the floor of 
the State Fair cage. This is particularly important to exhibitors of the 
"wool breeds" of rabbits.

RABBIT FEED DONATED BY 
HEINOLD FEEDS, INC.
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09 9. Meat pen rabbits (three (3) rabbits) will be housed in only one (1) cage.
10. Carrying cases cannot remain in or be stored in the building.  

No food, water, or other equipment or supplies may be stored under     
caging by order of the Fire Marshal.

11. Show management and State Fair staff reserve the right to quarantine 
any rabbit due to health or any other risk to other rabbits.  If the exhibi-
tor cannot be reached, rabbit will be quarantined, and every effort will 
be made to contact the exhibitor.

Note:  Young 4-H members may want to bring a plastic milk crate to carry 
supplies and to use as a step stool to aid in reaching into upper level 
cages.

Caution:   4-H'er's/Parents: please consider travel time, weather conditions 
and traffic slow downs when preparing to transport your rabbits 
for the trip to and from the State Fair.

4-h live Rabbit exhibit 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Sanctioned A.R.B.A. Fair Show
NOTE: All 4-H rabbits must be pre-entered by the 4-H exhibitor.  4-H entries 
must be postmarked (no metered mail) along with a $15 entry fee per 
project (ie. $15 for rabbits (1 project), $15 for poultry (1 project), $15 for pigeons              
(1 project)), to the Entry Dept., Indiana State Fair, 1202 E. 38th St., India-
napolis, IN 46205-2869 by July 1.  An additional $50 fee per exhibitor per        
department (project) must accompany each entry postmarked July 2-31.  
Only hand delivered entries will be accepted from August 1 until check-in 
time and must be accompanied by an additional $50 late fee per depart-
ment (project) per exhibitor, plus an additional $50 fee per rabbit.  Entry 
forms are available from the County Extension Office and on the web.  
ENTER ONLINE at www.indianastatefair.com.  4-H exhibitors are urged 
to obtain a "certificate of mailing" from the Post Office when mailing entries.
WARNING!  If all of the information is not completed on the entry form 
and payment enclosed, the entry form will be returned to the 4-H'er 
and will be subject to all applicable late fees.  Before mailing your 
entry, make sure you  photocopy the entry form for your records. 

Confirmation of entries will be mailed to the exhibitor if there is sufficient 
mail time.  Exhibitors should bring with them to the check-in table, the 
confirmation card, if entry was made by mail or if online entry, the electronic 
confirmation.

 All exhibitors entering the Fairgrounds on or after Wednesday, August 
8, must pay admission or an exhibitor ticket is required.  Any exhibitor 

leaving the Fairgrounds, wishing to return the same day must obtain a   
hand stamp from the gate attendant or pay admission to re-enter.              

This policy will be strictly enforced.
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1. Read general terms and conditions printed in the front of this Hand-
book/Premium List regarding other 4-H related information and poli-
cies.

2. State Fair 4-H exhibitors must have been enrolled in the rabbit project 
in their county prior to May 15.

3. 4-H rabbits entered at the State Fair must be owned and cared for by 
the 4-H member.

4. 4-H rabbits sold, purchased privately or offered for sale at public 
auction after May 15 and prior to the Indiana State Fair, (including 
animals that have gone through a "Premium Only Auction"), shall 
not be eligible to show.

5. 4-H rabbits exhibited at other shows after May 15 by other than the 
State Fair exhibitor will not be eligible to show.

6. 4-H rabbits must be permanently marked and have a legible ear tattoo 
in the rabbit’s left ear. This procedure helps the exhibitor to keep re-
cord of the rabbit breeding; helps straighten out mix-ups which might 
occur in the State Fair show and exhibit; helps identify any stock that 
may be stolen. In case of the death of a rabbit at the State Fair, the 
marked ear can be returned to the exhibitor, thus proving that the 
rabbit did die and thus eliminating any impression that the rabbit may 
have been stolen.

7. A 4-H member may enter and show a maximum of 12 entries plus one 
(1) meat pen with only one (1) entry per class number.

8. Entry of animals in the Indiana State Fair 4-H show constitutes 
permission by the owner for the possible use of the rabbit(s) for the 
Rabbit Ambassador competition - Breed I.D. portion, unless the 4-H 
Rabbit Show Manager is notified by the end of judging on Thursday 
that their animal is unavailable for use.

9. A meat pen is made up of three (3) rabbits of the same breed and 
same variety; each rabbit weighing a minimum of three (3) pounds 
and a maximum of five (5) pounds and not over ten (10) weeks of age 
on the day of the show.

10. Responsibility for correctly entering appropriate State Fair class     
numbers, section letters, class names and rabbit identification rests 
with the 4-H member. Refer to General Terms and Conditions for     
substitution guidelines.

11. All 4-H members are responsible on show day for bringing their 4-H 
rabbits to and from the judging table. Only 4-H members may show 
rabbits at the judging table, no adults. Classes will be called only three 
(3) times before judging begins.

12. Substitute showmen must be approved in writing by the 4-H show 
manager 24 hours prior to the showing of the animal(s) needing a 
substitute showman.  Requests will only be granted for medical emer-
gencies, conflicts with showing other animals, or desperate circum-
stances deemed unavoidable by the 4-H show manager.  Failure to be 
excused from a job and/or participation in a sporting event or sports 
practice will not result in a substitute showman being granted.
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09 13. All classes will be judged according to ages and weights as estab-
lished by the American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc.; best of 
breed and best opposite sex accordingly. The Indiana State Fair 4-H 
rabbit show has been duly sanctioned under rules of the A.R.B.A.

14. It is not necessary for a 4-H rabbit exhibit to have been a county   
champion or a selected winner to enter and compete at the State Fair.

15. Single fryer rabbits may be selected and shown from the same 4-
H’er’s rabbit meat pen.

16. Animals shown in the fryer, roaster, stewer, and meat pen classes   
cannot be shown as breed animals.

17.    Exhibitors should be aware that animals showing signs of any sick-
ness or communicable disease will be asked to leave the building at 
the discretion and upon the final decision from the Board of Animal 
Health.  (Refer also to general health requirements in the front of this 
book).

18. Exhibitors of rabbits, poultry, waterfowl and pigeons whose animal(s) 
is/are selected for drug testing and/or the 4-H Sale of Champions will  
be required to complete and sign the animal affidavit.

NOTE: 4-H’ers may also enter open class competition provided appropriate 
open class entry forms are completed and returned with payment to the 
State Fair entry department by the July 1 deadline.

NOTE: Results from the 2007 Indiana State Fair 4-H Rabbit show, 
events and activities may be found on the Indiana State Fair 
Web Site at http://www.indianastatefair.com

seCtion RP - Rabbit PosteR exhibit
Class DesCRiPtion
11 Level 1 - 4-H rabbit poster exhibited by 4-H member in the 3rd, 4th or 

5th grade on January 1st of the current year
22 Level 2 - 4-H rabbit poster exhibited by 4-H member in the 6th, 7th or 

8th grade on January 1st of the current year
33 Level 3 - 4-H rabbit poster exhibited by 4-H member in the 9th grade 

or above on January 1st of the current year
(Do not enter classes below)
311 Level 1 - Champion/Reserve Champion-rosettes
322 Level 2 - Champion/Reserve Champion-rosettes
333 Level 3 - Champion/Reserve Champion-rosettes 
4-H rabbit poster entries are made on the State Fair activity entry form   
available at the County Extension Office.  The 4-H rabbit poster exhibit 
is open to any 4-H member and is not limited to exhibitors of 4-H rabbits.        
4-H’ers may also use their 4-H rabbit poster as part of a 4-H rabbit illus-
trated talk.
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Requirements
1. Each Indiana county may annually exhibit a maximum of one (1) entry 

in each of the three (3) levels of the poster contest.
2. Each poster must have been made by the 4-H member enrolled in the 

current year's 4-H program.
3. Size - 22" x 28", displayed horizontally with stiff backing and covered 

with plastic, accompanied by a name tag in the lower front right hand 
corner.

4. Standards of evaluation:
 a) content and information (accuracy and completeness) — 40 points
 b) originality and creativeness (attracts interest, encourages thought) 

— 25 points
 c) overall appearance/appealing (neatness, arrangement, back-

ground, workmanship, attention to detail) — 15 points
 d) suitable subject and age appropriate (matches child’s age and    

ability) — 10 points
 e) conveys message/accomplishes purpose — 5 points
 f) meets exhibit requirements — 5 points
 TOTAL — 100 points

AWARDS
1. Each 4-H rabbit poster exhibit will receive a blue, red, white or green 

ribbon based on quality as determined by the judge.
2. Judges award of merit ribbons may be awarded as appropriate.
3. A champion and reserve champion will be selected for each level.
4. An official Indiana State Fair 4-H pin will be awarded to all rabbit 

poster exhibits.

seCtion it - Rabbit illustRateD talk Contest
Class DesCRiPtion
11 Novice - 4-H member in the 3rd or 4th grade on January 1st of the   

current year
22 Junior - 4-H member in the 5th or 6th grade on January 1st of the    

current year
33 Intermediate - 4-H member in the 7th or 8th grade on January 1st of 

the current year
44 Senior - 4-H member in the 9th or 10th grade on January 1st of the   

current year
55 Master - 4-H member in the 11th grade or above on January 1st of the 

current year
(Do not enter classes below)
311 Novice Champion-plaque/Reserve Champion-rosette
322   Junior Champion-plaque/Reserve Champion-rosette
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344 Senior Champion-plaque/Reserve Champion-rosette
355 Master Champion-plaque/Reserve Champion-rosette

This is an educational contest for any 4-H rabbit project member. The 4-H 
rabbit illustrated talk contest will be implemented and sponsored by the State 
4-H advisory committee.  Interested 4-H members must register for the con-
test by 12 Noon, Wednesday, August 8th at the Poultry/Rabbit Building North 
Entrance.

The following details will be useful information for all 4-H participants:
1. Each 4-H rabbit illustrated talk should be original and of a practical 

nature related to some phase of the rabbit industry. Elaborate and 
expensive equipment can not be justified.

2. The illustrated talk should last five (5) to seven (7) minutes. Judges 
will deduct points when the presentation exceeds maximum minutes       
“allowed."

3. There will not be a limit on the number of 4-H illustrated talk entries 
from a given county.

4. Previous winners may compete again but must select and present a 
different topic.

5. Additional information on preparing a  4-H illustrated talk is available 
from the County Extension Office, ask for 4-H 689 (4-H communica-
tion activities). 

6. Entry forms are available through the County Extension Office.  4-H 
members may also enter their Illustrated Talk in the Demonstration 
Contest.  Please speak to your county educator about entering both 
contests.

7. Jerry and Alicia Garber, on behalf of the State 4-H Rabbit Advisory  
Committee, will coordinate and conduct the contest.

AWARDS
1. Each exhibitor will receive a blue, red, or white ribbon based on qual-

ity as determined by the judges.
2. An Indiana State Fair pin will be awarded to all exhibitors.
3. A champion and reserve champion will be selected for each category.  

Champion and Reserve Champion in the master division are eligible 
for the State Fair Achievement Trip.

4. Champion plaques will be provided by rabbit sponsors.  Reserve  
champion rosettes will be provided by the Indiana State Fair.
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seCtion aD - aCtion Demo
Poultry/Rabbit Building

Class DesCRiPtion
11 Novice - 4-H member in the 3rd or 4th grade on January 1st of the   

current year
22 Junior - 4-H member in the 5th or 6th grade on January 1st of the    

current year
33 Intermediate - 4-H member in the 7th or 8th grade on January 1st of 

the current year
44 Senior - 4-H member in the 9th or 10th grade on January 1st of the   

current year
55 Master - 4-H member in the 11th grade or above on January 1st of the 

current year

AWARDS
1.   Each 4-H participant will receive public recognition
2.   An Indiana State Fair pin will be awarded to each participant.
3. Each 4-H participant will receive a special 4-H plaque the first year 

and rabbit medallion each year thereafter.

seCtion Ra - Rabbit ambassaDoR Contest
Poultry/Rabbit Building

Class DesCRiPtion
11 Novice - 4-H member in the 3rd or 4th grade on January 1st of the   

current year
22 Junior - 4-H member in the 5th or 6th grade on January 1st of the    

current year
33 Intermediate - 4-H member in the 7th or 8th grade on January 1st of 

the current year
44 Senior - 4-H member in the 9th or 10th grade on January 1st of the  

current year
55 Master - 4-H member in the 11th grade or above on January 1st of the 

current year
Do not enter these classes:
311 Novice Champion and Reserve Champion 
322 Junior Champion and Reserve Champion
333 Intermediate Champion and Reserve Champion
344 Senior Champion and Reserve Champion
355 Master Champion and Reserve Champion State Fair Achievement trip
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1. 4-H’ers must have shown in and been nominated from their respective 

county.  4-H'ers with special needs must indicate the need for accom-
modation on their Rabbit Ambassador entry form.

2. Each county may nominate only five (5) contestants. (one (1) novice 
(grade 3 or 4), one (1) junior (grade 5 or 6), one (1) intermediate (grade 
7 or 8), one (1) senior (grade 9 or 10), and one (1) master (grade 11 or 
above)).  Category winners are not eligible in the same category again.  
Winners are eligible to compete in next higher category the following 
year.  Past winners of the Rabbit Royalty King or Queen category and 
past winners of the Master category are not eligible to compete again.

3. In the event that the nominated contestant is unable to participate, one 
(1) alternate in each division may be substituted provided written or 
verbal confirmation comes from the County Extension Office to the 4-H 
Rabbit Show Manager.

4. No resource or reference material may be used during the contest 
by the participants.  Contestants must provide a #2 pencil for writing 
purposes.

5. Questions for the contest will be taken from the following publications: 
For All Levels:

 a) Rabbits, Rabbits, Rabbits (4-H publication #288)
 b) Standard of Perfection 2006-2010 (published by ARBA)
In the event there is a conflict of information, the Standard of Perfection is 
considered the authority.
6. A resume must be prepared before the competition and submitted at  
 check-in.  See guidelines in [Procedures].
7. Tie scores will be broken as follows:
 a) highest test score, then, if necessary,
 b) highest breed identification score, then, if necessary,
 c) oral test given by a committee of three (3) people appointed by  

rabbit ambassador chairperson. 
8. Decision of the judges shall be final.
4-H Rabbit Ambassador Contest Procedures:
1. Test - 100 points
 a) questions may be true-false, multiple choice or a combination there of
 b) answers are recorded on a scantron form
2. Breed Identification - 60 points     
 a) identify and classify ten (10) rabbits according to show room       

classification and class.
 b) Show room classification refers to the term used to enter the rab-

bit in a show thereby indicating how it is shown.  Specifically, the 
Netherland Dwarf rabbit is shown by variety and should be identified 
by variety only.  The Jersey Wooly breed is shown by groups and 
should be identified by group only.
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3. Showmanship - 100 points.
 a) Each contestant must furnish his/her own rabbit and bring the rabbit 

to the judge in a carrier.  Rabbit must be tattooed.
 b) The rabbit should be in a solid bottom carrier.
 c) Rabbits used in the Ambassador contest are not to be re-

moved from the Rabbit and Poultry building until the official 
release time of 5:00 pm.

 d) Contestants should refer to the 4-H Rabbit Ambassador Contest 
  Showmanship Score Sheet as a resource.  This form will be      
  available in Extension Offices or on the 4-H website.                 
  (www.four-h.purdue.edu)
4. Resume  - 30 points.
 a) Participants should prepare resume prior to the competition, have it  

 signed by the project leader and youth educator, and submit it at  
 check-in on the day of the competition.

 b) Contestants will write a resume in bulleted format relating skills 
learned, goals, and awards/honors.

 c) Contestants should obtain the Ambassador Resume form, Resume 
Guidelines, and Resume Scoring Rubric.  These forms are avail-
able from your County Extension Office or the Purdue University 
website.

4-H publications may be obtained from your County Extension Office or 
State 4-H Office, Purdue University, 615 W. State St., West Lafayette, IN  
47907-2053.
ARBA publications may be obtained from ARBA, 8 Westport Court,     
Bloomington, IL 61702.

The 4-H ambassador contest will be conducted by Paula Foster, Chairperson, 
and the State 4-H Rabbit Advisory Committee.  For additional details, write   
to 4-H Ambassador Contest, c/o Paula Foster, 9187 N 175 W, Delphi,          
IN 46923, 574/652-4401, or Jane DeCamp, 1361 W. Hanawalt Rd,           
Monticello, IN 47960, 574/583-3093.

AWARDS 
A baldric, a rosette and $25.00 will be awarded to the Champion, a rosette 
to Reserve Champion, Novice, Junior, Intermediate, Senior and Master Cat-
egory winners by the Indiana State Fair.  Winning exhibitors must contact 
Rabbit Show First Assistant to get appropriate paperwork for monetary 
award.  
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to the Champion and Reserve Champion in the Master category by the 
Indiana State Fair. An official Indiana State Fair souvenir 4-H pin will be 
awarded to all 4-H rabbit ambassador participants along with an appropri-
ate honor group placing ribbon in lieu of premiums.
All 4-H rabbit ambassador winners are encouraged to represent Indiana 
by attending and competing in the national A.R.B.A. youth rabbit royalty 
contest. ARBA's deadline of September 1st should be confirmed along with 
appropriate application by contacting A.R.B.A. at 309/827-6623.

seCtion mP - meat Pen Class
Class DesCRiPtion
1 Meat pen - 15.00-13.00-12.00-11.00-10.00-9.00-8.00-7.00-6.00-5.00  

(ribbon to accompany premiums 1st through 10th).

AWARDS
Premiums and 4-H ribbons will be awarded as follows:
All exhibitors - State Fair souvenir pin
Best in show - rosette and $250
Best 6 class - rosette and $100 if not Best in Show
Best 4 class - rosette and $100 if not Best in Show
Best of breed - rosette and $10.00
Best of opposite breed - rosette and $5.00
Best of variety* - purple ribbon and $4.00
Best of opposite variety* - lavender ribbon and $2.00
*Awarded when four (4) or more rabbits are exhibited within a variety.
Champion Meat Pen - rosette - 4-H Sale of Champions
Reserve Champion Meat Pen - rosette and $250
Champion Stewer - rosette
Reserve Champion Stewer - rosette
Champion Fryer - rosette
Reserve Champion Fryer - rosette
Champion Roaster - rosette
Reserve Champion Roaster - rosette
First - ribbon and $6.00
Second - ribbon and $5.00
Third - ribbon and $4.00
Fourth to tenth - ribbon only
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